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WRITING WORKSHOP – CREATING PARAGRAPHS 

One way to think about writing paragraphs is to envision a house.  A house cannot exist without 
a foundation and a roof—regardless of what is inside the house, those two features are all-
important.  What exists inside the house, on the other hand, is what makes it unique.   

Likewise, paragraphs need an introduction and conclusion sentence to anchor them together.  
The details in the middle make the paragraph special.  

We can picture it like this:* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

In terms of the three parts of the paragraph (introduction, juicy details, and conclusion), the 
introduction and conclusion have a lot in common.   

The introduction is like a sneak preview of a movie.  It gives the reader an idea of what to expect 
in the paragraph, but doesn’t reveal everything.  The introduction must mention the main idea of 
the paragraph, or the “Big Picture” and engage the reader in some way.   

Juicy details provide the most interest for your paragraph.  They explain and “prove” the 
statements made in your introduction.   

The conclusion comes back to the main idea, but says it in a different way than the introduction.  
Conclusions aim to wrap up the paragraph, but try to avoid saying, “This is why...” or “That is 
why...”  

 

*  This visual can be made into a transparency to show students how the introduction and 
conclusion “support” the juicy details.   
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WRITER’S WORKSHOP – INTRODUCTIONS 

The introduction may just be the most important part of a paragraph or an essay.  It is the first thing 
your reader sees and can interest a potential reader to continue on in your work. 

First, we’ll focus on introductory sentences.   

Introductory sentences set up the rest of your paragraph.  They introduce the main idea, without 
getting too specific.  There are several ways you can choose to begin a paragraph, but make sure 
there is no question as to what the rest of the paragraph will discuss.  

Techniques for your introductory sentence: 

• Ask a question that gets to the point of your paragraph: “When was the last time you saw 
someone do the right thing?” 

• Make a list:  “The next time you go to a museum, make sure you have the right clothes, 
supplies, and fellow travelers with you!”  In this case, each of these list items would be 
turned into a separate detail sentence. 

• Share a story:  “I will never forget the last time I had to make a difficult choice.”  You would 
then go on to explain what happened.  

• Use a quote related to your topic.  There are wonderful websites online that provide 
thousands of quotes for you to use.  Make sure you credit the original author!  

Techniques and tips for introductory paragraphs: 

• Don’t wait too long to get into the actual story.  If you set up your essay with a quote or 
unusual fact, make sure you quickly get to the main idea.  

• Rhetorical questions are questions that don’t really have answers.  They are posed in an 
essay, often in the beginning, to get the reader thinking of a certain topic.  Rhetorical 
questions can be quite effective, but be careful not to overuse them.  One or two rhetorical 
questions can go a long way in terms of effectiveness, but more than that will be overkill.  
Example: “Have you ever had to trust someone with a secret?” 

• Don’t worry so much about length here.  Sometimes a good two- to three-sentence 
introduction can say all you need to say.   

• Use action:  An active voice with strong verbs will grab your reader’s attention.  Instead of 
starting out explaining what your essay will be about, tell the reader.   

Example:  Instead of “This is my story about the day I learned my parents loved me 
unconditionally,” say “My heart soared as I came to a conclusion about the most important 
value of all: love.”  

Juicy Details 




